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he was fifteen, and when he was not doing lessons he
helped his father in the stables, in the cowsheds and on
the land. Young Henry did not like farming very much.
His mother died when he was twelve, and thus he lost
one of the ties which might have kept him at home;
but he was a mechanically minded boy and quite early
came to the conclusion that there was too much drud-
gery in a farmer's life. He thought it should be possible
to invent machinery which would considerably lighten
the farmer's labour, and made up his mind to be a
mechanic when he grew up instead of a tiller of the soil.
Henry's interest in things mechanical manifested
itself at an early age, and his first effort in this direc-
tion was to take a watch to pieces and successfully put
it together again. He was thirteen at the time, and
watches soon became his chief interest in life. From a
broken watch-spring he manufactured a pair of tweezers,
an old knitting-needle ground down supplied him with
a screwdriver, and with these as his only tools he set up
as an amateur watch repairer, mending the neighbours'
watches when they went wrong, for the sheer joy of the
work, and never charging a cent for his labour.
Young Ford left school in 1878, and for a while con-
tinued to help his father, but the following year, at the
age of sixteen, he turned his back on the farm and
walked "to the neighbouring city of Detroit, where he got
a job in a machine shop. He was only an apprentice,
however, with a weekly wage of two and a half dollars,
about ten shillings, for a ten-hour day, and this was not
enough to keep him. Something had to be done, for he
did not want to ask his father for help. So he went to

